The three thematic papers in this issue, and the guest editorial by John, Lord Alderice, speak for themselves and pointedly and poignantly show how psychiatrists cannot abdicate from the challenge of reconciliation and conflict resolution, whether this is within families, across ethnic or political divides or in the aftermath of war. The understanding of group dynamics, the mechanisms of projective identification, the splitting/scapegoating of the unfamiliar 'other', as well as the known vagaries of the unconscious are pertinent to any serious attempts to resolve conflict. These understandings, when combined with humanitarian energy and a vision for peace, can bring about positive change and reconciliation, whether in South Africa, Australia, Northern Ireland, or elsewhere in the world.

For example, the World Psychiatric Association, at its best, can not only speak out against the political abuse of psychiatry, but also bring together psychiatrists and their professional organisations on opposite sides of conflict. Members of the Royal College of Psychiatrists may also reconsider establishing a special interest group on conflict resolution, or reinstate the core experience of group work, or explore the extent to which religious belief may cause conflict as well as bring comfort to victims of oppression.

This writer is reminded of the sheer persistence of Nathaniel Minton, who worked tirelessly for understanding and resolution of the Palestine-- Israel conflict (see Clein, [@r1]), and of the dogged determinism of Alex Poteliakhoff, who, with other colleagues, founded the Medical Association for Prevention of War in 1981 and, aged 97, is working on a plan for tackling global disharmony through an international Truth and Reconciliation Commission brokered by the United Nations (Watts, [@r4]). I am also reminded of the imaginative and innovative writings of my brother Murray Cox (forensic psychotherapist and Shakespeare scholar), whose edited book *Remorse and Reparation* was published posthumously (Cox, [@r2]). It included a discussion of Shakespearean language about guilt and remorse, an analysis of Kierkegaard's psychological and theological thinking, and chapters on novel aspects of forensic psychiatry.

The three thematic papers that follow shine a ray of hope on what is otherwise a gloomy political landscape at present. This writer recalls celebrating Victory in Europe (VE) day in 1945 -- but, at the time, none of us knew of the ethnic cleansing of thousands of German-speaking civilians that would occur in Eastern Europe as a consequence of the post-war agreements between the Western powers and Stalin (de Zayas, [@r3]: pp. xxv, 54).

These papers and these people will remind the reader that psychiatry and medicine as a whole is an interpersonal discipline that is *sans frontières*. Benjamin Britten used the poetry of Wilfred Owen for his *War Requiem* (1962), including Owen's 'Strange meeting', written in 1918, which features the line:"I am the enemy you killed, my friend."

The music does not shirk the dark shadows and can enlighten us, as well as promote reconciliation.
